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PLASTIC BAG GAME 

PROBLEMS:
TRUE

A plastic bag is used for an average of 12 mins before it is discarded 

· 12-20 min is now the average use time

Chemicals from plastic can be harmful to humans 

· Plasticizers are a group of chemicals added to plastic during manufacture to make it ‘bendy’. Some of these have been established as carcinogens and endocrine disruptors – which means they can affect hormone production

Plastic bags can cause flooding

· Bangladesh banned plastic bags as they continually caused flooding due to blocking drains

Plastics never completely disappear - they only break down into smaller and smaller pieces

· They breakdown by sunlight which is called photodegradation; these tiny pieces are then ingested by plankton and fish and then can enter our food chain

FALSE

Plastic bags take up to 5 years to break down

· A bag can take between 400 and 1000 years to completely breakdown

It is illegal to carry alcohol out of a shop without a plastic bag

· It is illegal to drink alcohol on the street but there is no law to say you cannot carry it!

Only 1 in every 100 plastic bags are recycled every year in the UK

· Only 1 in every 200 are recycled each year!

20% of windborne litter escaping from landfill sites is plastic – much of this is plastic bags

· The true figure is actually 47%

SOLUTIONS:
TRUE

If everyone stopped using plastic bags and switched to re-usable ones we would save enough plastic bags to tie around the Earth 103 times 

· This fact comes from research done by the Environment Agency

A plastic bag levy in Ireland reduced plastic bag use by 90%

· Statistic from AEA Technology report for DEFRA

100,000 birds and mammals could be saved each year if plastic bags were no longer used

· There is an estimated 46,000 pieces of plastic in each square mile of ocean. Plastic bags cause over 100,000 sea turtle and other marine animal deaths every year when animals mistake them for food.
Hemp, jute and cotton bags are reusable, washable and made from natural materials

· These materials are more durable that the thin plastic used in plastic bags, enabling you to use them many times before they have to be replaced.

FALSE

Using degradable plastic bags is a better option as they will disappear completely 

· Many bags are ‘degradable’ but not BIOdegradable – this is misleading as actually all it means is that it will eventually break down – not necessarily any quicker than other bags!

Disposing of plastic bags in a responsible way will stop them harming wildlife

· Even if plastic bags are disposed of carefully in bins they often escape – 47% of all windborne litter escaping from landfill sites is plastic – posing a massive threat to any creatures who ingest/become trapped by it.

Using thicker reusable plastic “Bags For Life” from supermarkets is the best option when shopping

· Although better than single use bags, they are still made from plastic and will eventually be thrown away when worn out; the best option is a natural material bag made from something such as cotton or hemp – these can be washed, last for years and will not cause harm to the environment when they eventually do reach their life-end

Re-using plastic bags as bin liners means they won’t harm the environment

· Refer to explanation for 47% of all windborne litter escaping from landfill is plastic…

For further explanation of answers to discuss with workshop participants please see www.plasticbagfree.com & http://www.plasticbagsnothanks.org where all these facts came from. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

www.reducewaste.org.uk
