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GENERAL WASTE GAME

PROBLEMS: 

TRUE 

Recycling levels in Scotland are rising, but yet the overall waste produced each year is still increasing.
· The overall waste produced each year is rising by 1% 

Recycling requires the consumption of energy, transport and raw materials.
· Although recycling is a better option than disposal though landfill or incineration, recycling plants require a lot of energy and it if often that the waste has to be transported long distances to be treated. 

If everyone in the world consumed at the rate we do in the UK, we would need 3 more planets to live on.
· According to WWF studies – if we did keep consuming at the rate that we do we will need a total of 3 planets to live on. 

Shopping and buying new things makes people happy in the short-term.
· The New Economics Foundation have done studies that prove this statement TRUE, the feeling of buying something new gives people a short lived happiness. 

FALSE

Scotland is rapidly running out of room for landfill sites
· Unfortunately Scotland is not running out of room for new landfill sites, Ireland export a % of their waste to Scotland which end up in our landfill sites. 

Methane from landfill sites is almost as harmful a greenhouse gas as CO2. 

· Methane in 20times more potent than CO2. 

The economy will collapse if people reduce their consumption.

· According to studies done by the New Economics Foundation there are other way ways to sustain the economy that are less harmful to the environment – see NEF website for more details

Shopping and buying new things makes people happy in the long-term.

· Buying new things gives people a short lived happiness.
SOLUTIONS:
TRUE

Not creating waste in the first place is the most important thing householders can do to reduce waste.

· No natural resources, transport, energy is used and therefore these are saved. 

Reducing consumption will help save trees, oil and other natural resources
· Less waste will help improve the quality of people’s lives around the world.

Not only do landfill sites and incinerators have a huge effect on communities around Scotland, many countries send waste to developing countries to sort out.

· Thousands of tonnes of e-waste – such as discarded PC’s, mobiles and TVs – are dumped in Africa and Asia each year. Greenpeace research shows that some of this waste is exported to Pakistan. In Karachi, workers, including teenage children dismantle the electronic scrap and extract valuable components such as copper to sell. 

Shopping only for what’s needed can help lead a less stressful life.
· New Economics Foundation have fund through research that people who consume less have a less stressful life

FALSE

Increased recycling levels means less waste will be produce

· Currently in Scotland 35.5% of municipal waste is recycled, a 1.9% increase from last year. However the amount of waste is also increasing.

Recycling is the most important thing householders can do to reduce waste
· Recycling requires energy for transport and processing as well as the addition of new raw materials. Reducing consumption and preventing the creation of waste in the first place will reduce energy use, prevent greenhouse gas emissions and save money.

“Energy from waste” incinerators can help increase waste prevention
· Energy from waste incinerators is a way of getting a (polluting) resource out of waste disposal. This doesn’t prevent waste from being created, in fact it relies on high amounts of waste being produced!

Sending only biodegradable waste to landfill isn’t as harmful because at least it breaks down
· Biodegradable waste still produces methane, a very harmful greenhouse gas, as it breaks down anaerobically in landfill. When water passes through landfill it can create leeching, contaminating local water supplies. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 

www.reducewaste.org.uk
