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Dear Ben and Shlomo,
 

Thank you for your letter of 19 April to the former Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and
Biodiversity on a direction to SEPA address potential incineration overcapacity. As Cabinet Secretary for
Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero and Energy, I have, for now, absorbed the responsibilities of the former
minister in respect of the incineration of waste.

I share your concerns around incineration capacity. It is important that Scotland is able to manage our
unavoidable and unrecyclable waste, particularly in light of the ban on landfilling biodegradable
municipal waste in Scotland, which comes into force on 31 December 2025. As we move to a circular
economy, we will produce less unavoidable and unrecyclable waste and it is important that we keep this
in mind as we seek to ensure we have enough capacity to manage all of our own waste in Scotland.

This is why we have commissioned several capacity analyses over the past few years, notably the
independent review of incineration, which highlighted the importance of appropriate incineration
capacity, but recommended that the Scottish Government should ensure that no further planning
permission (i.e. beyond that already in place) is granted to incineration infrastructure within the scope of
this Review, with limited exceptions. In response, we addressed this in National Planning Framework 4,
which is clear that Scottish Government will not support development proposals for energy from waste
facilities except under very limited circumstances.
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Since the independent review of incineration completed, plans have changed in relation to several
facilities that were in development.  For that reason, an additional capacity analysis was commissioned,
through Zero Waste Scotland, as part of work to consider delivery of the ban on landfilling
biodegradable municipal wastes. The outputs and recommendations of this work are currently under
consideration by the Scottish Government, and I will write to you again once this concludes.
 
Yours sincerely

 
MAIRI MCALLAN
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