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Dear Kim

Thank you for your letter of 26 September on environmental (Pollution, Prevention and Control (PPC))
permits for new incinerators.

| welcome your comments and share your concerns about the potential for overcapacity in Scotland.
Please be assured that we have a shared goal in mitigating the risks of overcapacity.

It is essential that we have only the capacity we need to treat our residual waste in Scotland. The
independent review of incineration in the waste hierarchy highlighted the importance of appropriate
incineration capacity, finding both a long-term risk of overcapacity, if all incineration facilities currently in
the pipeline were built, but also a risk of under-capacity in the short-term, when considering the
upcoming ban on landfilling biodegradable municipal waste.

The key policy levers available to Scottish Ministers to manage capacity are in planning. As you note,
we responded to the Review’s recommendation, that no further planning permission for incineration
facilities beyond what was already in place should be granted. This was addressed in National Planning
Framework 4, which is clear that Scottish Government will not support development proposals for
energy-from-waste facilities except under very limited circumstances.

This policy, alongside the development of an indicative cap for the amount of residual waste treatment
needed, will serve to limit and gradually reduce Scotland’s incineration capacity. This approach will
ensure we have an appropriate treatment capacity to manage our waste today, and that this treatment
capacity declines as we move towards our circular economy and carbon reduction goals.
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That is why, with support from Zero Waste Scotland, my officials continue to closely monitor the
development of facilities and capacity in Scotland, and we continue to review the measures we have in
place to reduce the risk of overcapacity. In addition, we continue to encourage developers of those
incineration facilities that already have planning permission to ensure they understand the Review’s
findings on capacity.

| trust this response is helpful in clarifying Scottish Government's approach to ensuring that Scotland
only has the incineration capacity needed to manage unavoidable, unrecyclable waste. | will, of course,
be happy to continue to listen to your valuable perspectives on this important issue.

Kind Regards

o A

LORNA SLATER
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