
 
 
 

Dear MSPs, 
 

SSE and Equinor have resubmitted their EIA for their planning application to build a new gas 

burning power plant in Peterhead. This comes after research by Carbon Tracker found that 

their previous EIA had seriously underestimated the environmental impact of a new gas 

burning power plant.  
 
The decision to approve or reject this damaging new plant is now with the Scottish 

Government. We urge you to use your voice and write to the Scottish Government 

expressing the concerns shared below and calling on them to reject this climate-wrecking 

proposal.   
 
SSEs new EIA acknowledges that the plant will be three times more climate polluting 

than initially feared. It must be rejected by the Scottish Government.  

These pollution figures are likely still a gross underestimate of climate emissions because 

SSE’s dodgy carbon capture claims have never been achieved anywhere on earth.  

Burning more fossil fuels will do nothing to lower our energy bills and serves only to 

undermine the transition to clean, green, renewable energy. 
 
SSE acknowledge that their plans will have a significant adverse effect on the climate. The 

Scottish Government has no choice but to reject this dangerous, damaging, climate 

wrecking proposal.  

Climate science is crystal clear that to limit global heating to 1.5ºC, fossil fuels must be rapidly 

and fairly phased out.  COP29 in December reaffirmed that developed countries must take the 

lead on a transition away from fossil fuels. Approving a new fossil fuel burning power 

station would take Scotland in completely the wrong direction.  

 

The Scottish Government has missed 9 out of its last 13 climate targets and due to a lack of 

government planning and action the UK Climate Change Committee (CCC) has now said that 

the critical target of reducing emissions 75% by 2030 is no longer credible. At this critical 

juncture, your government must do everything possible to get back on track. This is a moment 

to redouble efforts, not support a project that will lock in higher fossil fuel emissions for 

decades to come.  

 

The existing gas burning power station at Peterhead has been Scotland's single biggest 

polluter for the past five years and Ministers must not approve a plan that would make it even 

worse.   

 

Fossil fuels are driving the cost-of-living crisis, and our current energy system is 

dominated by exploitative fossil fuel companies who are benefitting from ordinary 

people's hardship. Over 30% of Scottish households are living in fuel poverty, having to 



choose between heating and eating, and that number is growing. Meanwhile, companies like 

Equinor and SSE who are behind this project are posting record profits. New gas will keep 

Scotland locked into fossil fuels and high energy prices for decades to come. New renewable 

energy is already significantly cheaper than new fossil fuel power.  

 

Renewables are already delivering, generating the equivalent of 113% of Scotland’s overall 

electricity consumption in 2022. Instead of extracting and burning new gas to generate 

electricity, the Scottish Government must build on this success and continue to swiftly scale 

up renewable energy, including renewable energy storage technologies.  

 

CCS has a long inglorious history of failure, of being over-promised and under delivered 

despite billions of pounds of funding. There is no evidence that the proposed carbon 

capture plant at Peterhead will be any different. This whole project is also founded on the idea 

that if any carbon was captured it would be buried under the North Sea for eternity. Approving 

this sends the message that the Scottish Government is content to turn the North Sea – home 

to an abundance of marine life - into a carbon dumping ground.   

 

The Scottish Government cannot afford to gamble our future on a technology which has 

already had decades to prove itself and failed. We know that the easiest way to reduce our 

carbon emissions is simply not to create them in the first place by stopping burning fossil fuels.   

 

A just transition for workers means funded pathways to secure, well-paid jobs in fields 

we know will reduce our carbon emissions and improve lives such as renewables and home 

insulation programmes. Workers and communities dependent on the current energy system 

should not be strung along with empty promises of jobs in fairytale carbon capture. Instead, 

planning and investment is needed now to support workers and communities in the northeast 

transition.  

  

The construction of new fossil fuel infrastructure would undermine the shift to 

renewables, strengthen the grip of fossil fuel companies on Scottish households and put us 

at greater danger of climate breakdown.  The Scottish Government has full power over this 

decision and must set us on the correct path to a fossil free future. 
 

If you would like any more information on our analysis or to discuss this project in any 
more detail, please do not hesitate to contact me at mclarke@foe.scot.  
 
Sincerely, 
Malachy Clarke, 
Policy & Advocacy Manager, 
Friends of the Earth Scotland. 
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