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No New Gas Burning Power Station in Peterhead
August 2026

	Summary
· In February 2022, SSE and Equinor submitted a s Section 32 planning application to the Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit (ECU) to build a new gas burning power station with carbon, capture and storage (CCS)
· Approving the power station would lock us into fossil fuels, allowing energy companies to drive up bills when nearly 1 in 3 households already live in fuel poverty
· The existing power station is Scotland’s third biggest polluter and could remain online until 2040, where both plants could run simultaneously.
· SSE’s own environmental impact assessment (EIA) admits that the project would have an ‘adverse and significant’ climate impact as its emissions would account for 42% of Scotland’s whole carbon budget in 2044



Locked into fossil fuels
Nearly 1 in 3 households in Scotland live in fuel poverty. In May 2026, Ofgem reported that the energy price cap was due to rise by 13%, adding an average of £200 to annual household energy bills. This is due to the continuing role of gas in our energy system, where profiteering energy companies are able to drive up prices to reflect the volatility of fossil fuels as a result of international energy crises, such as the war in Iran. Approving this power station would lock Scottish households into that system for nearly two more decades, when we could instead move to a renewable energy system that is run in the public interest.

The failures of carbon, capture and storage 
CCS has repeatedly been overpromised and severely underdelivered. The plans for the power station rely on the national Acorn project, as acknowledged by the Scottish Government’s Climate Change Plan (CCP). Aberdeenshire Council also proposed in their response to SSE’s latest EIA that the project should only begin operation when the Acorn project was constructed and operational. Yet the Acorn project is at serious risk after one of the three major developers, Storegga, pulled out in December 2025. While the Scottish Government has committed vast sums of public money into the project, private companies are jumping ship. 

Additionally, SSE have repeatedly underestimated just how destructive the proposed power station would be. In 2025, they were forced to redo their its EIA after independent research commissioned by FoES revealed the plant would be 5 timesx more polluting than the developers originally claimed.  In their renewed EIA, they admitted that the project would have a “moderate adverse and significant” climate impact meaning that the project “falls short of fully contributing to the UK’s trajectory to net zero” and that emissions from the power station would account for 42% of Scotland’s carbon budget in 2044.

Complaint about handling of the application 

FoES have previously made our concerns known regarding the ways in which the Scottish Government have handled the planning application. 

In 2024, we submitted a Ministerial Code complaint, accusing the Scottish Government of breaching the code on 28 separate instances. These included repeatedly meeting with developers, incidents where civil servants briefed Ministers to welcome and offer support to the project, and Ministers undermining the planning process by speaking publicly in favour of the project. 

Comparatively, the Scottish Government repeatedly refused to speak to groups opposing the plans, contradictorily stating that they could not discuss a live planning application.

	Contact: Malachy Clarke, Friends of the Earth Scotland Public Affairs Manager

	mclarke@foe.scot 
	0131 243 2700
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